and the root-sheath in situ, it was seen that the contraction and node formation did not occur within the follicle, but first appeared on the hair-shaft a short distance beyond its point of exit from the follicle. Possibly, therefore, the condition is due to a rhythmical imperfection in the cuticle of the hair. Where this is well pronounced the hair is narrowed, its fibrous structure being, as it were, forced out to form the node. At all events the change in form is a secondary one, and takes place when the hair becomes subjected to the desiccating influence of the air. Two other children are similarly affected,?one a boy aged 6^, the other a girl, aged 2. In neither does it assume such well-marked proportions, as it only implicates the occipital region, the hair growing pretty well in front, though in the boy it is too freely shed. No history of any similar defect in an ancestor can be made out. The father is alive and well. The mother died at the age of 30 of cancer of the uterus.
